NEWS

GM FEED

Soya rule could hit feed costs

F Livestock feed costs could soar
by 300% if Europe maintains strict
import rules as global GM soya pro-
duction rises, the government has
warned.

Brussels’ low approval rate for
GM products and its refusal to
sanction soya imports containing
unauthorised GM material threaten
to decimate the UK pig and poultry
sectors, said a report by DEFRA
and the Food Standards Agency.

Major soya exporting countries
- including the USA, Brazil and
Argentina — might authorise and
cultivate new types of GM crop be-
fore they are cleared for EU import,
causing supplies of GM-free soya to
dry up, the document wams.

“Under a ‘worst case’ scenario,
where there are no soya imports
from either Argentina and Brazil,
the impact would be very signifi-

UK producers are dependent on
GM-free Argentinian and Brazilian
soyacrops.

cant,” says the report. “There would
be a major increase in feed costs.”

UK livestock farmers are depend-
ent on soya imports from Argentina
and Brazil, the document states.
These two countries supply about
90% of UK soya imports, which
totalled 3m tonnes in 2007/08.

Without soya imports from these
countries, the report forecasts a
300% nise in UK animal feed costs,
accompanied by a 10-68% drop in
poultry production.

But anti-GM campaigners ac-
cused DEFRA and the Food Stand-
ards Agency of presuming a worst-
case scenario while failing to take
account long-term feed security and
low farm gate prices.

South American governments
would be very reluctant to close off
lucrative European markets.
www.foodstandards.gov.uk

BROILER FEED

Additive trials given thumbs up

¥ Two broiler producers have seen
positive benefits in the first UK tri-
als of a new additive widely used in
Europe, including improved feed
conversion.

After seeing a piece back in
the March edition (p30), Patrick
Wedgewood of North Riding Farm,
Tholthorpe, North Yorkshire, de-
cided to try the in-water additive in
four of his 10 sheds on his 140,000-
bird broiler unit.

BioAktiv is mainly a salt which
has been oxygenised by a patented

process and is claimed to improve
the bird’s gut health and, hence,
feed conversion.

Mr Wedgewood said: “After three
weeles the litter was still dry and
at the end of the crop I found the
birds healthier not having had to
treat them in the meantime. [ esti-
mate that I have made a saving on
feed of about 5%. I have never suf-
fered badly with mortality, but even
this showed an improvement.”

Another broiler producer, Dave
Whistance of Abergavenny, Gwent,

who also tried the additive found
that, according to his computer
records, at the end of 42 days the
average weight was 2.81kg against
the normal average of 2.56kg.
More important was the im-
provement in feed conversion from
1.81kg feed/kg gain to 1.75. He said:
“In the first trial crop, we saw lower
on-farm mortality and lower factory
rejects than the previous three crops
off the farm with obvious financial

benefits in flock health.”

www.ewibio.co.uk

IN BRIEF

Osteoporosis study
wins support

B The British Free Range Egg
Producers Association (BFREPA)
has added its support for a
research bid for a project looking
at osteoporosis in laying hens.

The research would be carried
out at the Roslin Institute and
Royal (Dick) School of Veterinary
Studies in Scotland and would
build upon work done over the
past 12 years. The scientists are
currently awaiting a decision
from BBSRC.

Research scientist lan
Dunn and group leader at the
Roslin Institute said the fact
that BFREPA is willing to put
money towards the research is
a strong indication of support in
the industry, so helping boost
chances of a favourable decision.
www.bfrepa.co.uk

Scots free-range
unit to go ahead

¥ Glenrath Farms has won its
appeal to Scottish ministers ta
build a 25,000-bird free-range
unit in the Stobo Valley.

Government reporter Philip
Hutchinson upheld John
Campbell's appeal in mid-August
clearing the way for construction
of the 160m shed. He said: “The
farm should now be and up and
running by 2012 and it’s the
company’s intention to have
added anather 100 jobs ta the
area by then also.”

The house is needed to help
replace present production from
cages, which are to be banned
in 2012.
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AGRITECH FOR BESTVALUE

For real value for money make sure your bin is a genuine Agritech
Hnw many of these essential features can you find on lower-spec look-alikes?

rnlegral ladder with safety cage to (
comply with Health and Safety £
requirements when roof access Is fitted

Smoath interior —no joint at top of
67° cone M

=

10 9002 quality certificate |

Assembled with stainless steel bots_|

Bin interior coated with Isophtalic
Polyester Resin to improve feed flow

U PEH-VALUE GLASSF!BRE Bj

Replaceable bolt-on blowing-in bend |

Sunlight/daylight cannot penetrate

body ~ so feed is protected from
nutrient degradation

¥ All metal parts are hol-dipped
gaivanized

* 14 capacities from 2.4 to 24 tonnes I

Crwa bracings on all 15m" models 4
and over for extra stability

AGRITECH gives you everything you want .
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